
Launch of Olivia Inspires 

  

We moved to Milford on sea when I started a new job with ExxonMobil at Fawley. Olivia 

was just a few months old. She always made a huge impact in everything she did. As a pupil 

at Milford Primary School her teacher Jacqui Stoneham who we’re pleased is able to be here 

tonight said: It’s an old fashioned word, but the word that springs to mind when thinking of 

Olivia is enchanting. She had the knack of making everyone drop whatever they were doing 

and listen.  

At Bournemouth School for Girls she blossomed. The headteacher, Alistair Brien who is also 

with us this evening remembers: Olivia possessed a confidence and poise beyond her years. 

She was an inspiration to both her peers and younger pupils.  

Olivia was academically gifted. She also enjoyed music, playing the clarinet and saxophone 

and like so many young people in this area she took to the water in an Optimist dinghy at a 

very young age. She was a member of Great Britain squads in 3 classes of dinghy and 

represented our country at 2 European championships.  

Olivia’s achievements, academic, sporting and in music, impressive as they are pale 

alongside the fact that, as Alistair said, She was simply a good and nice person. Much 

undervalued qualities in the world today.  

One of Olivia’s many friends at Durham University, where she was a first year student 

studying Natural Sciences when she was killed put it so well when she said:  

 It’s such a shame to lose anybody, but especially someone with so much potential, so much 

to offer this world and so much love and life to share. You, along with your smile, will be 

missed, but your ambitions and hopes will live on.  

It is for this very reason, to enable Olivia’s ambitions and hopes to live on that we have set 

up Olivia Inspires. 

Olivia inspired so many people throughout her life in so many different ways. We’ll hear 

from just one of Olivia’s friends shortly about how she inspired him. 

In setting up Olivia Inspires we wanted to do something to encourage young people in the 

New Forest to realise their potential in STEM – science, technology, engineering and maths; 

the arts and sport, the fields that Olivia particularly enjoyed. 



Olivia Inspires will assist children and young people aged 11 to 18, whose families live in the 

New Forest District Council area and who are facing financial hardship, by awarding grants, 

normally of no more than £500. This could be to buy equipment such as a musical 

instrument; pay for sports coaching or attend a science summer school, the list is endless. 

We have been touched by people’s willingness to support Olivia Inspires. Perhaps this is 

because Olivia was so well known and loved by so many of you; perhaps because of the 

awfulness of the tragedy that befell Olivia and Paula and I as Olivia’s parents; perhaps 

because of the need for a charity like Olivia Inspires. Most likely it is for all of these reasons.  

A number of organisations have already come forward with support for Olivia Inspires; 

University College, Olivia’s College at Durham who are represented here tonight; Lymington 

Town Sailing Club, our hosts this evening, along with ExxonMobil at Fawley and Trant 

Engineering.  

In addition, we’ve been contacted by a number of Olivia’s friends who are planning their 

own fundraising activities from organising a fell race in the Mendips; staging a charity jazz 

concert; cycling 100 miles to organising a charity lunch event in Milford. 

If any of you here have any ideas how you could help us raise funds for Olivia Inspires please 

let us know?  

If anything is going to help us come to terms with the incomprehensibility of what has 

happened to Olivia and bring meaning back into our lives, then it is to make a success of 

Olivia Inspires and help as many young people in the New Forest as possible. 

I will finish with a thought from Charles Dickens that Olivia would have agreed with: The 

most important thing in life is to stop saying 'I wish' and start saying 'I will.' Consider nothing 

impossible, then treat possibilities as probabilities. 

Thank you. 


