MONTHLY WALK
by Malcolm Price
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A fresh look at King’s Somborne trails
are working along parallel with an old canal
basin. Evidence of this canal still exists in small
pockets to our left.

We are on the Test Way, a perfect pitstop for Walkers and
Cyclists being located midway between Stockbridge and
Romsey in the picturesque Village of Horsebridge.

Photo 2

This month’s walk returns to an old hunting
ground at the core of the Test Valley, in the
environs of King’s Somborne and takes in a
section of the Test Way itself (at one time the
Sprat and Winkle railway line from Totton to
Andover).
At just 3 miles (5km) this walk should take little
more than an hour, however, with one very
taxing climb around halfway, this could be
rated as moderately tough.
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Along the way here we pass through a myriad
selection of gates (please close these as
you through), that mark the boundaries of
both fields and private gardens, including a
farm with guinea foul patrolling the footpath
(photo 3).
Ultimately this path reaches a large gate and
emerges on a bend in the main road as the
built up area of King’s Somborne begins in
earnest.
At this point it would be best to cross over the
pavement, keeping a keen eye out for traffic,
as we now walk along to the left, further
through the village, for about 500 metres; as
far as the thatched cottage (photo 4) on the
opposite side of the road, and the footpath
sign that takes us away from village life.

border hedge on both wings shields the walker
from the worst of the wind, but permits good
views across the open countryside. This climb
continues for around 800 metres, but once
at the top we meet a small section of the
Clarendon Way that becomes our companion
for a short time. Once across the top (photo
5) we turn left aiming past the entrance to the
water works and onwards past Home Park
Farm (both on our right).
This track drops down quickly to a footpath
junction with the Test Way – to the right is
Stockbridge some 2.5 miles (3.5km) up river;
while to the left is our next destination heading
towards Horsebridge. This final section may
only last less than a mile (1.2km), but will
put a perfect cap on the outings, as the river
meadows stretch out across to the right and
the light woods with accompanying fields, over
to the left.
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We cross a stream, a tributary of the River
Test, from where we commence the taxing
climb, mentioned in the introduction. The
The recommended parking is opposite the
John O’Gaunt pub (photo 1) at Horsebridge,
SO20 6PU. This is a very popular car park
attracting both pub goers and walkers, so at
peak times space may be limited.
Setting out on our trip we turn right out of
the drive, only for 100 metres up to a road
fork where we must keep left and proceed
onward for a further 100 metres to a gate with
a footpath sign on our left (photo 2). As take
this path the chosen track goes slightly uphill
to the right and for the next mile (1.6km) we
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As we draw close to Horsebridge the path
climbs a ramp up to the road, although we now
turn left and walk on past the John O’Gaunt
pub for home, there is the option of proceeding
a little further over the road and following the
path as it circumvents the old Horsebridge
Railway Station, which can be seen through
the hedge on our left. This is now a domestic
dwelling, with large gardens surrounding the
platform, but very much a part of the railway
history.

We are a Free House specialising in fine ales, wines and
home cooked locally sourced food. Choice of freshly
cooked Roasts every Sunday. Breakfast served from
9.30am daily. We have 30 covers inside and 32 seats
available in our garden to the rear.
We are ideally suited for groups of Ramblers or Cyclists with
a pre booking service available. For those who like fishing we
have the John O’Gaunt Fly Fishing Club with regular club days
on Pittleworth Lakes.
We are open throughout the day from 9.30am and will not
close before 10pm, or later if we have customers. Food
served between 9.30am until 8pm, and later if pre-booked.
Parking in the Test Way Car Park, and Horsebridge Station Road

~ Free Wifi and Dog friendly ~

HORSEBRIDGE ROAD, HORSEBRIDGE, SO20 6PU

01794 388644 • johnofgauntinn.co.uk
Returning to the Horsebridge Road and maybe
tracking past the pub we pick up the gravel
road on the right to return to the waiting car.
As usual with these outings, there is always the
option of reward refreshment afterwards, at
either the John O’Gaunt or The Crown Inn back
in the centre of the village.
It’s always good to be prepared. Here’s some
tips for your walk…
• Remember high visibility clothing, vest or
sash are ideal. Be seen at all times.
• Robust footwear, walking boots, good
sturdy trainers – normal house shoes not
recommended.
• A torch (for gloomy days), mobile phone and
a whistle (personal protection and safety).
• Make sure you take your rubbish home to
keep our countryside clean and help the
environment.
• Dog walkers – take a supply of poop scoop
bags and for hot days water & portable
bowl.
• Be ‘Tick Aware’ when enjoying the
countryside. For more information please
read Public Health England booklet here https:// assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/ uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/ file/694158/PHE_Tick_
Leaflet.pdf

